
Advent: December 16, 2018
Series: Are You Ready For Christmas?

Title: Be Open To … Friendships 

Luke 2:8-20

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



Notice your neighbor … overwhelmed.



Not everyone is 

having a good day.

Help!



“How can I 

be helpful?”



Later, a neighbor might be hungry …

What goes around, comes around.



God often chooses to answer 

prayers through neighbors.

All year long, 

God chooses to 

love people 

through us.



Ready for 

Christmas …

at the Neighborhood

Food Pantry.
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The neighbor of my neighbor 

is my neighbor.



The neighbor of my neighbor of my 

neighbor of my neighbor of my 

neighbor is still my neighbor.

We are all connected.



Help me to notice my neighbor and work 
through me to redeem my neighborhood. 



Luke 2:8 And in that region there were 

shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9 And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them,

and the glory of the Lord

shone around them,

and they were

filled with

fear. 



10 And the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; 

for behold, I bring you good news of a great 

joy which will come to all the people; 11 for 

to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger."



13 And suddenly there 

was with the angel a 

multitude of the 

heavenly host praising 

God and saying, 14 

"Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth 

peace among men with 

whom he is pleased!"



15 When the 

angels went away 

from them into 

heaven, the 

shepherds said to 

one another, "Let 

us go over to 

Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has 

happened, which 

the Lord has made 

known to us."  



16 And they went with haste, and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 



Are You Ready For Christmas?

Be Open To … Friendships 

Are you ready … 

to be a neighbor … 

for Christmas?



Ring the bells 

that still can ring

Forget your 

perfect offering

There is a crack 

in everything

That's how the 

light gets in

Theotokos


