
Advent 3 - Dec 11, 2016 - Joseph’s 

Choice: God Nurturer - Matthew 

1:18-25, Galatians 5:22-23

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against 

such there is no law.

Mat 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; 19 and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly.

20 But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 

Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; 21 she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 "Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us).

Mat 1:24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she 

had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.



Love, 
joy, 
peace, 
patience, 
kindness, 
goodness,

faithfulness, 
gentleness, 
self-control.
What lasts:
Faith,
Hope and
Love 

Re-gifting is a great idea!



Jesus was

the first 

Christmas 

present.

Don’t 

break 

the 

Chain!

Re-gifting 

is a great 

idea!



Psalm 23:1 

The Lord is 

my shepherd, I 

shall not want.

How 

does 

Jesus 

come    

to us?   



Matthew 1:18 Now the 

birth of Jesus Christ took 

place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together 

she was found to be with 

child of the Holy Spirit; 

Who will go for us?



19 and her husband 

Joseph, being a just man 

and unwilling to put her 

to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly.

Betrayal.

Decision.



20 But as he considered this, 

behold, an angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 

take Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the 

Holy Spirit; 21 she will 

bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus, for 

he will save his people 

from their sins." 

Perspective



Mat 1:24 When 

Joseph woke from 

sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he 

took his wife, 25 but 

knew her not until 

she had borne a son; 

and he called 

his name Jesus.

Decision:

Faithful.



40 And the 

King will 

answer 

them, 'Truly, 

I say to you, 

as you did it 

to one of the 

least of 

these my 

brethren, 

you did it 

to me.' How does Jesus come to us?



Sometimes 

Jesus looks 

like this.

50 soccer balls and 300 tennis balls. 

Who will go for us?



The Traditional Christmas Card



Noticing your neighbor

The New Christmas Card

Mary:

Theotokos



The New, Improved Christmas Card

Trying to listen: Who will go for us?

Joseph: 

God-nurturer



Pray … and be like Joseph. Be kind.

Who will go for us?


