
Advent: December 2, 2018
Advent Series: Are You Ready For Christmas?

Be Open To Surprises

Luke 1:26-38

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



Advent is … 

a time of expectant 

waiting and 

preparation for the 

celebration of the 

Nativity of Jesus.



Are you ready for Christmas?

(External)



Are you ready for Christmas?



Are you ready for Christmas?



There’s just something missing about 

the plans for a perfect Christmas.



There’s just something missing about 

the externally perfect Christmas.

I see it now … the people were missing.



What Mary 

was 

originally 

planning and 

expecting …



What Mary 

was not 

expecting …



Luke 1:26 In the sixth 

month the angel Gabriel was 

sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 27 

to a virgin betrothed to a 

man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of 

David; and the virgin's name 

was Mary …
Be Open To Surprises

An interruption is like an open door ... Christ can enter in.

Are you 

ready? 



37 For with God nothing will be 

impossible." 38 

And Mary 

said, "Behold, 

I am the handmaid 

of the Lord; let it be

to me according to 

your word." And the 

angel departed 

from her. 

Incarnation.

Theotokos
Are you ready 

for Christmas?

Be Open To Surprises



How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given; 

so God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will 

receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

Are you 

ready? 



O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas 

angels the great glad tidings 

tell; O come to us, abide 

with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

Are you 

ready? 



What we are planning and expecting ...

The perfect Christmas ...

Will not happen as we 

expect. There will be 

interruptions. There 

will be interference.

Trust God. Let go.

Let God help people.

Are you 

ready? 



SlideAn interruption is like an open door 

... Christ can enter into our world.

Are you ready? 



Miracles 

when we 

let go …

Are you ready? 



Be a Christ bearer into 

someone's life ... Be 

open to surprises.

If your heart was your 

manger …

Are you ready for 

Christmas? Are you 

ready? 


