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Lord Jesus, as the season of Pentecost 

continues and as the crops grow in the 

fields all around us, may a great harvest 

of the fruit of the Spirit grow within us: 

love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness and self control.

May our lives be filled with what truly 

lasts: faith, hope and love.

And the greatest of these is love.



What lasts?

1 Cor 13:13 So faith, hope, love 

abide, these three; 

but the greatest of 

these is love.



Brene Brown:

"The story I'm 

telling myself ..."

Is this story 

a loving 

story?



When your story gets 

distorted …

Review.

Verify.



Mark 12:30  and 

you shall love the 

Lord your God with 

all your heart, and 

with all your soul, 

and with all your 

mind, and with all 

your strength.'

What God wants …



Mark 12:31  The second is this, 'You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.‘ There is 

no other commandment greater than 

these."

What God needs …



John 13:34  A new commandment I give 

to you, that you love one another; even 

as I have loved you, that you also love 

one another.

35  By this all 

men will know 

that you are my 

disciples, if you 

have love for 

one another."

What the world needs: to see genuine Christian love. 



1 Cor 13:1  If I 

speak in the 

tongues of 

men and of 

angels, but 

have not love, 

I am a noisy 

gong or a 

clanging 

cymbal. 



1 Cor 13:2  And if I 

have prophetic 

powers, and 

understand all 

mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to 

remove mountains, 

but have not love, 

I am nothing. 



1 Cor 13:3  If I give away all I have, and if 

I deliver my body to be burned, but have

not love, I gain nothing.



4 ____ is patient and kind; 

____ is not jealous or boastful; 

5 ____ is not arrogant or rude. 

____ does not insist on its 

own way; ____ is not irritable 

or resentful; 6 ____ does not 

rejoice at wrong, but rejoices 

in the right. 7 ____ bears all 

things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all 

things. 
Not a disappointment but a goal…



7 The Living Bible

If you love someone, 

you will be loyal to 

him no matter what 

the cost. You will 

always believe in 

him, always expect 

the best of him, and 

always stand your 

ground in defending 

him.
Not a disappointment but a goal…



8  Love never ends; as for prophecies, they 

will pass away; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 

9  For our knowledge is imperfect and our 

prophecy is imperfect; 10  but when the         

perfect               comes, the imperfect will 

pass away.         When I was a child, I 

spoke                   like a child, I thought 

like a                    child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became a man, I gave up 

childish ways. 



12  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 

then face to face. Now I know in part; 

then I shall understand fully, even as I 

have been fully understood. 13  So faith, 

hope, love abide, these three; but the 

greatest of these is love.



Stay humble ... we see in a glass 

darkly; review and verify your story.

What lasts: 

make love your aim.

When someone else's story 

is hurtful to them or you, 

show them your story of God's love.


