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"See that you say nothing to any one...”

Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:44-2:4, Matthew 23:13

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the 

boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they

were uneducated,

common men,

they wondered; and

they recognized

that they had been

with Jesus. 



Celebrity 

worship 

syndrome:

“I’m Your 

Number 

One Fan”



Celebrity worship:



Matthew 8:1 When he came 

down from the mountain, 

great crowds followed him; 

2 and behold, a leper came 

to him and knelt before him, 

saying, "Lord, if you will, 

you can make me clean." 3 

And he stretched out his 

hand and touched him, 

saying, "I will; be clean."



"Lord, if

you will, 

you can 

make me 

clean.“ 

"I will; 

be clean."



And immediately his 

leprosy was cleansed. 

4 And Jesus said to 

him, "See that you say 

nothing to any one; 

but go, show yourself 

to the priest, and offer 

the gift that Moses 

commanded, for a 

proof to the people." 



Messianic 

Secret:

Why does 

Jesus 

order the 

man to 

tell no 

one?



News spreads. 

The crowd gets 

it wrong. So 

does the press.



“Who do you say 

that I am?”



Problems of crowds and celebrities ...



Mark 1:45  But he went out and 

began to talk freely about it, and to 

spread the news, so that Jesus could 

no longer openly enter a town, but 

was out in the country; and people 

came to him from every quarter.



1  And when he returned to 

Capernaum after some 

days, it was reported that he 

was at home. 2  And many 

were gathered together, so 

that there was no longer 

room for them, not even 

about the door; and he was 

preaching the word to them.



3  And they came, bringing to him a 

paralytic carried by four men. 4  And 

when they could not get near him 

because of the crowd, they removed the 

roof above him; and when they had made 

an opening, they let down the pallet on 

which the paralytic lay.



Jesus once would "walk slowly through the 

crowds" noticing those in need of him. Now 

the people who need him most can’t reach him 

because of the crowd of fans in the way.



Is the coach focused on the players or the 

fans? Does Jesus want followers or fans?



“Celebrity-worship and hero-

worship should not be confused. 

Yet we confuse them every day, 

and by doing so we come 

dangerously close to depriving 

ourselves of all real models. We 

lose sight of the men and women 

who do not simply seem great 

because they are famous but are  

famous because they are great.”



Rev 3:23 – Jesus knocks on the door.

Can people tell that you 

have been with Jesus?

Daniel 

Boorstin: 

“Time 

makes 

heroes but 

dissolves 

celebrities.”



8/14/14



8/14/14



8/14/14



Crying fan: Brewers' Gomez is 'my 

idol’ … 'Every time I meet him, it's a 

dream come true,' says 15-year-old



Messianic Secret?

I thought Jesus wanted everyone to 

have the information about him???

Mass media … celebrity.

What if Jesus wanted to interact with 

the people who were really serious? 



Rev 3:23 – Jesus knocks on the door.

He 

has 

time 

for 

you.

Daniel 

Boorstin: 

“Time 

makes 

heroes but 

dissolves 

celebrities.”



Following 

Jesus:

Matthew 7 
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Sermon Title:  "See that you say nothing to any one...”

Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:44-2:4, Matthew 23:13

Matthew 8:1 When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him; 2 and 

behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make 

me clean." 3 And he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And 

immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you say nothing to 

any one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a 

proof to the people." 

Luke 6:46 "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you?

Mark 1:44  and said to him, "See that you say nothing to any one; but go, show yourself to 

the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to the people." 

45  But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus 

could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in the country; and people came to him 

from every quarter.

Mark 2:1  And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was 

at home. 2  And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for them, 

not even about the door; and he was preaching the word to them.

3  And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4  And when they could 

not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and when they had 



Stadium focus …



Daniel Boorstin: “Time makes heroes 

but dissolves celebrities.”



Is the coach 

focused on 

the players 

or the fans?

Lane Kiffin



“On the first page were 

four words that changed 

my life,” Kiffin wrote. 

“’It’s not about you.’ 

“That’s all Rick Warren 

needed to say. It 

immediately sunk in, and 

I’ve been telling my 

players and coworkers that 

line ever since. I had never 

heard that before but that is 

the purpose of life.”



+Jesus would "walk slowly through 

the crowds" noticing those in need of 

him.





Who do you say that I am?



What would a 

culture of 

discipline 

look like for a 

church?

Execution?  

Practice? 

Fundamentals?
How much time 

would it take?



Application post 1 



Application post 2



Application post 3 



Application post 4 



Application post 5 


