
Lent #2 - Mar 12, 2017

Means of Grace: Baptism



We need to understand

the means by which

God's grace flows into our lives.

The 

root 

comes 

first.



Ps 1:3 He is like 

a tree planted by 

streams of 

water, that 

yields its fruit in 

its season, and 

its leaf does not 

wither. In all 

that he does, 

he prospers. 

The root 

comes first.



Jn 15:4 Abide in me, and I 

in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself, 

unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me. 5 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides 

in me, and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, 



John 6:56 He who eats my 

flesh and drinks my blood 

abides in me, and I in him. 

Sacrament: 

… external and created

leads to a change that is 

inward and spiritual ...



Baptism is a sacrament.

created, external       internal, spiritual

Different churches 

have different 

customs of 

baptism. The 

amount of water 

can vary. The 

identity of the 

person baptizing 

can vary. 

But the promise 

of scripture does 

not vary.



Romans 6:1-11 

What shall we say 

then? Are we to 

continue in sin that 

grace may 

abound? 2 By no 

means! How can 

we who died to sin 

still live in it?

Sacrament: leads to a change that is … 



3 Do you not know that all of us 

who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4 We were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death …

Sacrament: … external and created



so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life.

leads to a change that is 

inward and spiritual ...



5 For if we have been united 

with him in a death like his, we 

shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. 6 

We know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the 

sinful body might be destroyed, 

and we might no longer be 

enslaved to sin. 7 For he who 

has died is freed from sin.



Slide

Acts 2:41  So those who received 

his word were baptized, and 

there were added that day about 

three thousand souls.

3000

have demonstrated 

supply for so many 

Running

water:



SlidePools:



Pouring:

Acts 9:18  

Then he rose 

and was 

baptized, 19  

and took 

food and was 

strengthened.



Catacombs of 

Rome … under 

persecution … and 

baptizing 

with 

less 

water.



In the name of the Father, his son 

Jesus, and the Holy Spirit … 



Immersion for infant baptism …



Baptism 
opens a connection 
of grace by which God 
nurtures us toward salvation.

The 

root 

comes 

first.


