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Now apply this to lost people…

2.5%        13.5%             34%               34%                  
16%

Nothing needs to change in order to reach 84% of the lost.

Interested in change
84%

Are disinterested in change
16%

Presentations             Conversations



There is one discipline in which 
Christians have achieved a depressing 
success: We have invented countless

 strategies for destroying
 spiritual passion.

Christian A Schwarz, Color Your World 
with Natural Church Development, 

p.110

The greatest benefit of 
passionate spirituality 
are the thankful stories 

of God’s grace.



because 84% of lost people
are only reached by conversation



84%
 of lost people

are only reached 
by conversation



84% of lost 
people

are only reached 
by conversation



This is the 
wrong 

story
 to tell.



This is the 
right story

 to tell.



This is the 
right story

 to tell.



This is the 
right story

 to tell.



How did
Jesus
 help

 you?



This person is connected …



84% of lost people are connected by 
conversation



Behold, I stand at 
the door and 
knock; if any one 
hears my voice and 
opens the door, I 
will come in to him 
and eat with him, 
and he with me.

 

Rev 3:20  



Either/or stories – dichotomy
“Once I was blind, now I see.”

What was 
the problem 
BEFORE?

AFTER – 
What did 
Jesus do?



Do you notice all the
reasons around you
to be thankful – to
overflow with 
praise to God?

That’s your story!



What’s most interesting in your 
story – surprise – are your 

problems and how you
 struggle with them.

This builds empathy 
and community – 

fellow suffering.



THE POWER OF YOUR STORY

• Find a partner
• Take a piece of paper
• Write on one side “I’m thankful for …” 

and complete the sentence, describing 
what Jesus did to help you.

• Write on the other side the problem that 
preceded your blessing.

• Give thanks to God & tell your partner.



THE POWER OF YOUR 
STORY

We are going to watch a short 

video entitled “Cardboard Testimonies”

It is about people sharing their stories on a 
single piece of cardboard.  It’s very powerful.

Please make a note of the story that most 
powerfully touches your heart.



THE POWER OF YOUR 
STORY

• Take a new sheet of paper
• Prepare your own “cardboard testimony”
• On one side list the blessing after Jesus helped 

you – “I’m thankful that Jesus …”
• On the other side list your problem:  “I was…”
• Follow instructions for how we will share 

these with one another.



THE POWER OF YOUR 
STORY

Who has a problem like yours?
You have a kinship with them.
Your story will help them.

Jesus can help them through you.
This is your purpose – tell your story!



THE POWER OF YOUR STORY

• To whom could you tell your story of grace 
within seven days?

• 1
• 2
• 3
• 4
• 5
• Who will you tell first?

Pray about it.



When you pull 
the hand out, 

everyone 
connected 

comes with it
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