
Cluster Lenten Service 3-18-18

At Farina UMC

Mark 14:3-9

Matt 26:8, 14-16.

John 12:4-6



There is a broken promise within almost 

every sermon you have 

ever heard.

Because Jesus said 

that this story should 

be told everywhere

the gospel is 

preached.



Mark 14:3  And while he was at Bethany 

in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat 

at table, a woman came 

with an alabaster 

flask of ointment of 

pure nard, very 

costly, and she 

broke the flask 

and poured it 

over his head.



Mark 14:4 But there were some who 

said to themselves indignantly, 

“Why was the ointment thus wasted? 



Mat 26:8  But when the disciples 

saw it, they were indignant, saying, 

"Why this waste?



Mark 14:5  For this ointment might have 

been sold for more than three hundred 

denarii, and given to the poor." 

And they reproached her.



Mark 14:6  But Jesus said, "Let her 

alone; why do you trouble her? She has 

done a beautiful thing to me. 7  For you 

always have the poor with you, and 

whenever you will, you can do good to 

them; but you will not always have me.



Mark 14:8 

She has done 

what she could; 

she has anointed 

my body 

beforehand for 

burying. 

Let’s assume that Jesus is not lying.
What is the

‘beautiful

thing’?

Mark 8:29-33 



People will 
criticize and 
attempt to control 
what you give to 
Jesus – in time, 
money, energy, 
leadership.

“Why this waste?”
But

“It’s for Jesus.”



Can you see the 

difference?

One shames.

(the disciples)

One inspires.

(the woman)



Mark 14:9  And truly, I say to you, 

wherever the gospel is preached in the 

whole world, 

what she has done 

will be told in 

memory of her."

It's not a waste.

It's for Jesus.



John 12:4  But Judas Iscariot, one of his 

disciples (he who was to betray him), 

said, 5  "Why was this ointment not sold 

for three hundred denarii and given to the 

poor?" 6  This he said, not that he cared 

for the poor but because he was a thief, 

and as he had the money box he used to 

take what was put into it.



Mat 26:14  Then one of the twelve, who was 
called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 

15  and said, "What will you give me if I  
deliver him to you?" 

And they paid him thirty 
pieces of silver. 
16  And from that 
moment he sought an 
opportunity to betray him.

(What a waste.)



It's not a waste.

It's for Jesus.
People are often 

unreasonable, irrational, 

and self-centered. 

Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people 

may accuse you of 

selfish, ulterior 

motives. 

Be kind anyway.



It's not a waste.

It's for Jesus.
If you are successful, 
you will win some 
unfaithful friends and 
some genuine enemies. 
Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and 
sincere people may 
deceive you. 
Be honest and 
sincere anyway.  



It's not a waste.

It's for Jesus.
What you spend 
years creating, 
others could destroy 
overnight. 
Create anyway.

If you find serenity 
and happiness, some 
may be jealous. 
Be happy anyway. 



It's not a waste.

It's for Jesus.
The good you do 
today, will often be 
forgotten. 
Do good anyway.

Give the best you 
have, and it will 
never be enough. 
Give your best 
anyway. 



It's not a waste, 

when you give 

everything.

Give anyway.

In the final analysis, it is between 
you and God. It was never between 

you and them anyway.



Mark 14:9  And truly, I say to you, 

wherever the gospel is preached in the 

whole world, what she has done will 

be told in memory of her."

Keep the promise.

When you give 

everything, 

It's not a waste.

It's for Jesus.



Wesley Covenant Prayer
I am no longer my own, but 
thine. Put me to what thou 
wilt, rank me with whom 
thou wilt. Put me to doing, 
put me to suffering. Let me 
be employed for thee or laid 
aside for thee, exalted for 
thee or brought low for thee. 
Let me be full, let me be 
empty. Let me have all 
things, let me have nothing.



And now, O glorious 
and blessed God, 
Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, thou art mine, 
and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant 
which I have made on 
earth, let it be ratified in 
heaven. Amen. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 


